
Dear DHS Family, 
 
 We have made it through our first month 
and a half of a very unique start to a new school year.  
Presently, things are going well as teachers and stu-
dents get acclimated to the new learning format. 
Keeping the safety of our students and staff first, we 
will continue to follow the guidelines and recommen-
dations of the CDC to help decrease the spread of  
the coronavirus. Everyone will continue to wear 
masks and  practice social distancing  at all times 
while in our building. This is a safety non-negotiable. 
 This week, our seniors are participating in 
Ready to Work testing. This is a four-part test that 
measures real world skills that employers believe are 
critical to job success. Students may earn WIN’s ca-
reer readiness credential and an Essential Soft Skills 
credential which is recognized by businesses and 
industries nationwide. It is imperative that our seniors 
do well. Parents please help us by ensuring that stu-
dents are on time and  ready for success on their 
assigned testing day. Parents, also please make sure 
that you are communicating with your student’s teach-
ers to ensure that they are regularly attending all of 
their classes and completing their assigned activities 
in each class. 
 Please contact our guidance department 
or our administrative team if your child is having 
difficulties so that we can work together to try to 
resolve any issues. Special thanks to our faculty 
and staff who continuously work hard to ensure 
the success of our students.  Our motto is 
“Excellence is Essential” at Dillon High School, so 
our staff is working hard every day to help your 
students be successful now and in the future. 
 Parent conferences will be held on Octo-
ber 29th and November 12th from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Students will receive Report Cards for the first 
nine weeks on November 18th.  Let’s continue to 

work together to ensure the best outcome 
for our students. 
 
         
          Sincerely, 

            Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

 

“We are what we repeatedly do; 
therefore, excellence is not an 
act, but a habit.” 

—Aristotle 

 

 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School  

 Our school’s Title I program plays an 
integral role in the success of our 
 children.  Remember that Title I pro-
vides financial assistance to state and 
local educational agencies to meet the 
needs of disadvantaged children identi-
fied as failing or most at risk of failing 
the state’s challenging performance 
standards. The Title I program provides 
our children with extra educational 
assistance beyond what they receive in 
the classroom. Title I schools like Dillon 
High School are funded by the federal 
government through the South Carolina  
Department of Education.   
 

Research shows that Family Engage-
ment plays a major role in the success 
of school-aged children.  The SCDE 
defines Family Engagement when fami-
lies are “actively” involved in the learn-
ing and development of all students in 
helping them become college  and 
career– ready.  Please be reminded that 
DHS has valuable resources that are 
accessible to you and your children.  
You are invited to join us for our monthly 
planning meetings to learn more infor-
mation regarding our school’s Title I 
Program. If you have any questions 
about our Title I Program, please con-
tact Ms. Cynthia Williams at 843-774-
1230 ext. 226. 
  

Title I School 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

October 
“Excellence is Essential” 

Title I/School News 
October 22,2020 

1730 Highway 301 North 
Dillon, SC  29536 

774-1230 Fax: 774-1234 
(FAX) 

Calendar of Events 

November’s Events 
 
11/3/20– Presidential Election (School Closed) 
11/11/20-45th  Day 
11/12/20– American Red Cross Blood Drive 
11/12/20-Parent Conferences (3 pm-6 pm) 
11/18/20-Report Cards 
11/26-11/27-Thanksgiving Holiday 
11/30/20-Title I & SIC Meeting @ 10:00 a.m. 

Additional Academic Assistance 
 

There is no reason for a student to fail 
at Dillon High School. Every student at 
DHS will have the opportunity to retake 
tests, assignments, projects or quizzes. 
Students are allowed a total of 5 re-
takes for each nine weeks per class. 
Students and teachers are responsible 
for arranging suitable times for the re-
take. Work made up due to absence does 
not count as a retake.  



WIN Ready 2 Work Career Readiness  

Assessment 
Preparing students who are Career Ready is an important responsibility of Dillon High School and the State of South Caroli-
na. This year, seniors and 11th grade students in South Carolina will take the WIN (Worldwide Interactive Network) Ready 
to Work (R2W) assessment. Seniors are testing this week, and juniors will test in the spring of 2021. 

The WIN Ready to Work test consists of four multiple choice timed tests –Applied Mathematics, Reading for Information, 
Locating Information, and Essential Soft Skills. The Ready to Work tests measure real world skills that employers believe 
are critical to job success.  Students may earn WIN’s career readiness credential and an Essential Soft Skills credential 
which is recognized by businesses and industries nationwide. 

Fall 2020: October 20th-22nd 

 Applied Mathematics - 55 min. 

 Reading for Information - 55 min. 

 Locating Information - 55 min. 

 Essential Soft Skills-60 min. 
        

Testing Tips 

Parents can be a great help to their child by following these suggestions.  

Students should: 

 Rest on the nights before these tests.  

 Eat a nourishing breakfast on the morning of each test. 

 Be in school and on time, except in cases of illness. 

 Listen attentively to the teacher’s directions so he/she will know exactly what to do. 

 Read each test question and each response carefully before marking an answer choice. 

 Stay calm, if there are questions that seem difficult. 

 Mark his/her best answer. 

 Refrain from bringing any electronic device that can be used for communicating, timing, or imaging into the test loca-
tion. 

 
Parents should: 

 Meet with your child’s teachers as often as necessary to discuss his/her progress.  

 Check or review your child’s homework, projects, or other school work. 

 Talk with your child about school. 

 Ask teachers to suggest activities for you and your child to do at home to help prepare for tests and to improve your 
child’s understanding of schoolwork. 

 Provide positive feedback by praising your child for what he/she does well. 



The Guidance Department Hosts 
DHS’ First Virtual College Application Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

What’s Happening in Room 118? 

Mrs. K. Carmichael 

Mrs. Carmichael’s English 3-H classes are currently reading suspenseful short 

stories in honor of October!  They’re keeping it spooky while looking for instances 

of flashbacks and foreshadowing.  

English 4-H has just concluded the Epic poem “Beowulf.”  In this tale, stu-

dents have been immersed in  acts of bravery, loyalty, and superhuman strength.  

As a concluding assignment, students were asked to write a Boast, using Anglo-

Saxon type language.  This was their chance to brag about themselves in the hum-

blest way possible. 

The Journalism class has been busy trying to learn how to take memorable 

pictures for the yearbook, writing interesting short articles, and putting together 

eye-catching layouts.  Combining these skills makes for a beautiful yearbook publi-

cation.  DHS yearbooks are currently on sale, in person and online for $50.  Contact 

Mrs. Carmichael for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The second DHS blood drive will be held on November 12th. Students 17 years 
old or older may sign up online to donate. Students who are 16 years of age 
and would like to donate blood can obtain a parent permission form from Ms. 
Williams prior to the next blood drive.  You must meet height and weight re-
quirements to donate.  

Seniors have the added opportunity to earn a red cord to 
wear during the graduation ceremony by donating at least 
three times during their senior year or having five dif-
ferent people to donate on their behalf. This year’s 
drives are scheduled for: 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Wednesday, (TBD) 



MRS. SMALL EMBRACES TEACHING A NEW CLASS 

 

Fundamentals of Computing is designed to introduce students to the field of computer science through an 

exploration of engaging and accessible topics. Through creativity and innovation, students will use critical 

thinking and problem solving skills to implement projects that are relevant to students’ lives. They will create 

a variety of computing artifacts while collaborating in teams. Students will gain a fundamental understand-

ing of the history and operation of computers, programming, and web design. Students will also be intro-

duced to computing careers and will examine societal and ethical issues of computing. Students in Mrs. 

Small’s class are currently studying the evolution of the Internet and identifying the rules of netiquette. Neti-

quette is the correct or acceptable way of communicating on the Internet. 

 

7 Basic Rules of Netiquette  

Sarcasm can (and will) backfire-Sarcasm has been the source of plenty of misguided arguments 

online, as it can be incredibly difficult to understand the commenter’s intent. What may seem like 

an obvious joke to you could come across as off-putting or rude to those who don’t know you per-

sonally. Lean toward being polite and direct in the way you communicate to avoid these issues. 

Attempt to find your own answer -If you’re confused or stuck on an assignment, your first instinct may be 

to immediately ask a question. But before you ask, take the time to try to figure it out on your own. 

Stop ... grammar time! -Always make an effort to use proper punctuation, spelling and grammar. Trying 

to decipher a string of misspelled words with erratic punctuation frustrates the reader and distracts 

from the point of your message. 

NO YELLING, PLEASE -There’s a time and a place for everything—BUT IN MOST SITUATIONS TYPING IN ALL 

CAPS IS INAPPROPRIATE. Most readers tend to perceive it as shouting and will have a hard time tak-

ing what you say seriously, no matter how intelligent your response may be.  

Set a respectful tone- In addition to proper punctuation and spelling, it’s good netiquette to use re-

spectful greetings and signatures, full sentences and even the same old “please” and “thank you” 

you use in real life. 

Think before you type- Whether or not privacy settings are in place, the internet has a tendency to 

house things forever, and what you say privately can easily become public. 

Be kind and professional -Online communication comes with a level of anonymity that doesn’t exist 

when you’re talking to someone face-to-face. Sometimes this leads people to behave rudely when 

they disagree with one another. Make a point to be kind and respectful in your comments—even if 

you disagree with someone. 

 

 

We are also learning examples of Technology Overload: 

Craving computer time 

Feeling overjoyed when using a computer or mobile device 

Unable to stop using the technology 

Feeling irritable when not using the technology 

Neglecting family and friends 

Beginning to have problems at work and school 

 

*Students are also learning how to: 

Fix simple computer/computer program issues 

The functions of various computer browsers (e.g. Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft’s Edge, Opera, and 

Apple’s Safari) 

The many functions of Microsoft’s Word templates. 
 



Vision 

The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students who 
are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by cre-
ating an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families work to-
gether to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 




